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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 04989 181450Z 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 USPS-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 SS-15 NSC-05 L-03 TRSE-00 /056 W 

057224 /43 

R 172341Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1965 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 4989 

POUCHED INFO ALL CONGENS IN CANADA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CA 

SUB J : POSTAL NEGOTIATIONS DEADLOCKED 

REF: OTTAWA 4822 

1 . NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN POST OFFICE AND CANADIAN UNION OF POSTAL 
WORKERS ON TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES DURING PAST TEN DAYS ENDED 
IN DEADLOCK DECEMBER 17. FEARING ADVERSE PUBLIC OPINION 

AND MEMBERSHIP OPPOSITION, CUPW EXECUTIVE DECIDED NOT TO STRIKE 
DURING HOLIDAY SEASON. BUT MAINTAINED STRIKE OPTION IF AUTOMATION 
ISSUE NOT RESOLVED EARLY NEXT YEAR. 

2. POSTMASTER GENERAL BLAIS STATED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
OF EMPLOYEES WILL BE STOPPED FOR DURATION OF CURRENT AGREE- 
MENT (EXPIRES JUNE 30, 1977(; DEXTERITY TESTS WILL BE ABAND- 
ONED MAKING SENIORITY ONLY PROMOTION CRITERIA AND CERTAIN 
CASUALS WILL BE CONVERTED INTO PERMANENT EMPLOYEE; 

BUT ADMITTED AUTOMATION ISSUE INVOLVING PRIOR NOTICE AND CONSULTA- 
TION WITN CUPW REMAINS UNRESOLVED. CUPW PRESIDENT DAVIDUSON 
BRUSHED ASIDE UNION GAINS ON AFOREMENTIONED ISSUES AS MINOR 
CONCESSIONS AND WARNED THAT DIFFERENCES OVER TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES 
MUST BE RESOLVED IF UNION IS TO FOREGO STRIKE ACTION 
TO ENFORCE ITS INTERPRETATION OF CONTRACT. 
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